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I hadn’t realised how much I was missing working with our schools 
until the end of June, when Years 3 and 4 from St Luke’s School 
spent a morning visiting the church and then our youth worker, 
Andy, and I visited the four Tiptree primary schools and Messing 
School to talk to the Year 6 classes about their move up to 
secondary school. I’ve been leading worship and even teaching a 
few RE lessons on Zoom or Teams, but it is not the same as being 
in a church or a classroom with a group of young people eager to 
learn. 

Andy and I have been delivering a programme called “It’s your move” designed by 
Scripture Union. The churches in Tiptree and Messing bought a booklet for every Year 6 
pupil in our schools, which we have been giving out. We have also been running a 
lesson helping pupils to think through some of the issues young people typically worry 
about when making the move to secondary school. We have been using the story of 
Jesus calming the storm on the Sea of Galilee to explain to them our belief that Jesus is 
always with us, even when it feels as if we are being battered by a storm.  

I love the way children are so open and ready to engage, willing to tell you how they 
feel and to be honest about their hopes and fears. It’s great to make them smile or see 
the “light-bulb” moment on their faces when they suddenly understand something for 
the first time. Every time I go into school, I am reminded of Jesus telling everyone the 
kingdom of God belonged to the children the disciples were so eager to usher out of 
the way. We don’t see many children in our churches on Sundays, which makes the 
opportunity to talk to them in school all the more important. I am hoping we can get 
Messy Church and the Parent and Toddler Group up and running again in the autumn 
so we can start rebuilding our relationships with families. 

Children are often so much more open to hearing about Jesus than adults are. Most of 
us probably started out on our journey of faith when we were children. Maybe, as 
adults, we could do with recapturing some of the curiosity, interest, enthusiasm and 
trust that children show. We sometimes over-complicate things where children accept 
them at face value. Maybe that’s what Jesus was talking about when he said we all 
needed to become like children to enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Do pray for the children of our villages. They have had a really disrupted time of it. 
Some have coped well, while others have struggled and become more fearful. Pray for 
the Year 6s as they move up, that they won’t put faith in Jesus away with their primary 
school uniforms and out-grown toys. And maybe pray for the grown-ups too, that we 
will recover some of that wonder and freshness of approach in our own faith and get a 
bit of a spring back into our steps as we continue on our journey of faith. 

Anne-Marie  

FROM THE TEAM RECTOR 
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Lydia's Last Service 
 

Lydia's last service with us, before her move to Duxford, was held at Layer de la Haye on 
Sunday, 4th July. Lydia presided at the service of Holy Communion which took place 
outside the church because of the number of people expected to attend and the need to 
maintain social distancing. Shortly before the service there was some light rain but the 
skies cleared and, fortuitously, it stayed dry for our act of worship. 

As anticipated, there was a large congregation of people from Lydia's group of five 
parishes and perhaps from elsewhere. The number attending was testament to the high 
regard in which Lydia is held and our appreciation of her ministry among us. Her warm, 
friendly personality and her encouraging leadership will be greatly missed. Our loss is 
Duxford's gain! 

 
 
 
 
 

Immediately after the service a leaving gift 
presentation was made to Lydia and her 

husband, Jon. 
 

 

 

 

Some of the congregation then stayed on to 

enjoy their picnics in the churchyard, 

before a torrential downpour brought the 

farewell event to an end.  
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Tolleshunt knights Cemetery 
The Entrance Gates at Tolleshunt Knights Cemetery have over recent years become 
rotton and beyond economical repair and so St Luke's PCC agreed that we should obtain 
estimates for their replacement. 

Although it was not easy to find somebody who would be prepared to make these non-
standard size gates and to match the existing design , I did however, obtain one quota-
tion prior to the lockdown which was in the region of £650.00. After some discussion be-
tween Mike Weston and myself, Mike kindly offered to make these using some reclaimed 
timber that he and I had gathered over the years! 

The new gates have been fully treated and stained and we picked a lovely dry day in June 
to hang them.  The overall cost of making these "in house"amounted to just under 
£180.00 which will be covered by this years annual maintenance grant that we get  from 
Tolleshunt Knights Parish Council. 

Our thanks are due to Mike for his expertise and time in making these which have now 
enhanced the entrance to the Cemetery and will last for many years to come . 
 
Clive. ( Fabric Officer ) 

Pictures by Norman Eastbrook 
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Introducing Michael and Ruth Hatchett 

Retired priests Michael and Ruth Hatchett have recently moved back into the area after 
retirement and having received Permission to Officiate from the Bishop will be helping 
Anne-Marie by taking some services.  Here they introduce (or reintroduce if you have a 
good memory) themselves.  

 

Thank you all for your warm welcome to Tiptree and the churches of this area, and from 
our neighbours. We moved into Tiptree in March last year, having lived in Suffolk for the 
past 15 years, and are pleased to return to an area where we have previously lived and 
brought up our family, and we are looking forward to being members of the ministry 
team here. 

From Ruth: 

Some of you may remember me from when I 
was curate in the benefice of Tolleshunt 
Knights with Tiptree and Great Braxted for a 
short while in 2005/2006 but that was a long 
time ago. Michael and I then moved to Suffolk, 
to Melton on the outskirts of Woodbridge 
where I was also ‘self-supporting’ curate while 
continuing working for a financial software 
company in London 4 days a week, travelling 
up to the city twice a week. The 4 hour journey 
(on a good day!) was getting in the way of 
ministry and I followed one of my hobbies, 
taking a part-time job on a helpline for a 
natural horse-feed company in Saxmundham. 
But my awareness that God was calling me to 
full-time ministry grew and I felt drawn to a vacancy for a Team Vicar in a neighbouring 
benefice caring for 5 rural parishes. There were challenges to be overcome: I had to go 
through a national selection process for stipendiary ministry and we were required to 
move to ‘my’ vicarage in the village of Hollesley, with Michael commuting to his parishes 
of Melton and Ufford. But everything fitted into place, so clear was God’s plan.  In 2015 
my 5 parishes increased to 7! Each of the 7 was unique but fostering links between the 
church and community was a common theme leading to engagement with the foodbank 
in nearby Woodbridge, a trip to Calais to take donations for refugees and the 
establishment of a monthly ‘Community breakfast café’.  I retired from that post in early 
2020 – just before the pandemic struck and we moved to our newly built bungalow on 
the first day of the first lockdown. I’d been looking forward to spending more time with 
our 5 grandchildren and joining a community choir but that was not to be. Instead I was 
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able to focus on creating a wildflower garden and wildlife pond, following my passion for 
the environment. I have now resumed my beekeeping on a smallholding in Messing and 
also enjoy walking, knitting, cross-stitch and, my latest venture, spinning yarn from 
alpaca fleeces. 

 

From Michael: 

I retired from being Rector of Melton and 
Ufford in 2015 and then assisted in Ruth's 
parishes. It hardly seems nearly half a 
century ago that I responded to a call to 
move from civil engineering to train for 
ordination. It was the life I experienced in my 
local church that awakened me to the depth 
of life Jesus offers us within our every-day 
lives and I wanted to enable others to have a 
similar experience. And what has continued 
to inspire me in the time since then? The 
spirit of community found in churches and in 
the wider community which is engendered 
by the Spirit of God, that has brought me into 
contact with people of all ages, and many 
organisations.  The depth of relationship and shared ministry between Christian 
denominations, and a growing relationship with other faiths, which for me has prompted 
links with two Lutheran churches in Norway. The growth of partnership ministry of all 
the people of the church. The Mothers Union, the largest Anglican Missionary Society - 
lay led with a structure of spirituality and training leading to practical ministry 
throughout the world.  The Church of England continuing to be a presence in every 
community and ministering to everyone, not just its members. 

Fewer wasps 
Noticed how peaceful your garden is this summer? Noticed that you have been able to 
hold summer barbecues and picnics in relative peace? That is because the very cold and 
wet Spring was disastrous for our wasp population. 

But while we may enjoy their absence, scientists at University College London have 
pointed out that wasps play an important role as nature’s pest controllers, and that our 
countryside will be the poorer without them this year.   
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28th August  -  Augustine of Hippo -  
the Christian for all seasons 

After St Paul, who was the most influential Christian writer ever?  St Augustine of Hippo 
(354 – 430), whose feast-day is on 28th August.  He lived and wrote in a time of social 
and spiritual chaos.  The Roman Empire was collapsing, the world was about to slide 
into the dark ages and the Church was under serious threat from both heresies within 
and paganism without. 

What St Augustine wrote at this time helped the Church both to avoid perversions of 
Christianity, and to stand strong and unafraid amongst the violent tumult of the times.  
His writings held sway over Christianity for the next 15 centuries or so, and still 
influence us heavily today. 

Augustine was born at Tagaste, in modern Algeria.  His father was a pagan, but his 
mother, Monica, was a Christian.  After studying rhetoric at Carthage to become a 
lawyer, Augustine instead became a scholar-philosopher.  He abandoned Christianity for 
Manichaeism, and lived with a mistress for 15 years.  He moved to Rome and then Milan 
to teach rhetoric, but slowly grew disenchanted with Manichaeism.   

After a long interior conflict, vividly described in his ‘Confessions’, Augustine was 
converted and baptised a Christian in 386-7.  He returned to Africa in 388, and joined 
some friends in establishing a quasi-monastic life.  He was ordained priest in 391, and 
four years later became coadjutor-bishop of Hippo.  From 396 until his death in 430 he 
ruled the diocese alone. 

Augustine had a brilliant mind, an ardent temperament and a gift for mystical insights. 
Soon his understanding of the Christian Revelation was pouring forth in his many 
voluminous writings.   

So what did he write?  Most famous is ‘The Confessions’, the sermons on the Gospel and 
Epistle of John, the De Trinitate and the De Civitate Dei.  This last, ‘The City of God’, 
tackles the opposition between Christianity and the ‘world’ and represents the first 
Christian philosophy of history.   

Many other works were undertaken in his efforts to tackle various heresies:  
Manichaeism, Pelagianism, or Donatism, and led to the development of his thought on 
Creation, Grace, the Sacraments and the Church. 

Augustine’s massive influence on Christianity has mainly been for the good.  Few others 
have written with such depth on love, the Holy Trinity and the Psalms.  (The preamble to 
the marriage service in the BCP is closely based on Augustine.)  But his views on 
Predestination and some of his views on sex (that it is the channel for the transmission 
of Original Sin) have since been mainly ignored by the Church. 

As bishop, Augustine fearlessly upheld order as the Roman Empire disintegrated around 
him.  By the time of his death, the Vandals were at the very gates of Hippo. 
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The year was 1800, and Vienna was under bombardment by Napoleon’s troops. The 
great Austrian composer, Haydn, then old and frail, asked to be carried to his 
piano.  There he made his own defiance of Napoleon, by solemnly playing through his 
composition ‘Emperor’s Hymn’. Haydn had composed it for the Austrian Emperor, Franz 
ll’s birthday on 12 February 1797. Haydn never touched his piano again, and died a few 
days later, aged 77. 

That is where the tune for this well-loved hymn came from. It quickly became the tune of 
the Austrian national anthem.  It was later even adopted by the Germans, as the tune for 
August Heinrich Hoffman von Fallersleben’s (1798 – 1874) anthem Deutschlandslied, 
which began with the famous words: ‘Deutschland uber alles’ (Germany before 
everything). In the ensuing political upheavals, the tune survived in the German national 
anthem, but was abandoned by the Austrians in 1946. 

In the meantime, the tune had also reached England, as early as 1805. It was then that 
the words of a hymn by John Newton were first paired up with it. This meant that when 
the Austrian Emperor Franz visited his grandmother Queen Victoria, at Windsor Castle, 
he most likely would have sung his own national anthem tune to English words written 
by a converted slave trader turned country vicar! 

John Newton’s inspiration for this hymn comes from Psalm 87: ‘Glorious things are 
spoken of you, O city of God’ (vs3) and also a text from Isaiah 33:20-21: ‘Look on Zion… 
there the Lord in majesty will be for us a place of broad rivers and streams…’ 

John Newton’s hymn celebrates the joy of knowing that the Church is the new Jerusalem 
(Zion) where God abides.  He rejoices that God protects His people and promises to 
supply their needs. He leads them into the Promised Land, just as long ago He led the 
Israelites through the wilderness to their Promised Land. Back then, He led them with a 
fiery and cloudy pillar; now we have His very Spirit within us, to guide us each step of the 
way home 

HYMN:  The story behind ‘Glorious Things of Thee 
Are Spoken’ 
Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God; 
He whose word cannot be broken 
Formed thee for His own abode. 
On the rock of ages founded, 
What can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

 See, the streams of living waters, 
Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply thy sons and daughters, 
And all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 
Ever flows their thirst to assuage: 
Grace, which like the Lord the giver, 
Never fails from age to age?… 
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From Andy Butt 
Tiptree Youth Project Outreach  
Community Youth Worker 

 

What Do Youth Workers do in the holidays? 

I wonder what markers you have for the year? Perhaps 
it’s family and friends birthdays, the start and end of a 
sports season or the Church’s liturgical year. For youth 
workers and leaders across the country our calendar 
inextricably linked to the recently ended school 
academic year, so many people may be asking us “what do you do in the holidays?” 

Well the simple answer is we stay busy as ever as youth work remains a 365 activity. Yes 
of course we want to take time away from our usual routines. Many of our regular 
activities take a break – as much as anything so our dedicated teams of volunteers can 
take a rest and recharge batteries ahead of a new season of youth work come 
September.   We also spend time looking back and reviewing what’s been happening 
during this past difficult year and rejoicing in some highlights – which for me includes 
being able to keep the CITY youth club running throughout the school year at Tiptree 
URC or online and continuing to build good relationships with the small number of 
members, and parents, that Covid restrictions have allowed. Alongside this more 
recently I’ve been able to work with staff from the Essex Youth Service and Colchester 
United Community Sports Coaches at a weekly multisport outreach activity on Grove 
Road Playing Fields and, with Anne-Marie, visit most of our local primary schools to 
present and share to the Year 6 It’s Your Move, an excellent school transition resource 
from Scripture Union.  

I also need to look forward, and for much of August I’ll be catching up with the admin 
and preparation required for a new year.  There are some meetings coming up too as I 
and other partners explore new opportunities for youth work across the village. If we can 
do what we hope to then there are exciting times for young people ahead both here in 
Tiptree and Kelvedon.  Contact with young people during the school holidays may be 
limited but will continue with some day events being planned as I write this.  At the end I 
think I’ll need a holiday! 

To stay effective though TYPO needs some help.  As I mentioned CITY was able to run 
with a small group of young people, for which a small team was appropriate. With Covid 
rules being relaxed I’m expecting we’ll be able to open our doors to all once again, but to 
do this will need a larger group of volunteers.  If you could help me, have a heart for 11 – 
15’s and are available once or twice a month on a Friday evening I’d love to talk with 
you. 
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The TYPO board of Trustees are looking for new members too. Particularly for a secretary 
and also in the area of seeking grants and new funds. Without my trustees I won’t be 
able to continue to do what I do and we plan. If that type of governance interests you or 
you want to find out more do speak with Anne-Marie.  

Have a Great Summer 

Andy 

You can contact me by email Andy@typo.uk.net or via facebook – search for Typo Andy 
or follow TYPO on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook @TiptreeYPO  

 

Great Lesson On Stress 

A young lady confidently walked around the room with a raised glass of water while 
leading a seminar and explaining stress management to her audience. 

Everyone knew she was going to ask the ultimate question, 'Half empty or half full?' She 
fooled them all. 

"How heavy is this glass of water?" she inquired with a smile. 
Answers called out ranged from 8 oz. to 20 oz. 

She replied, "The absolute weight doesn't matter. It depends on how long I hold it. If I 
hold it for a minute, that's not a problem. If I hold it for an hour, I'll have an ache in my 
right arm. 

If I hold it for a day, you'll have to call an ambulance. In each case it's the same weight, 
but the longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes." 

She continued, "and that's the way it is with stress. If we carry our burdens all the time, 
sooner or later, as the burden becomes increasingly heavy, we won't be able to carry 
on." 

"As with the glass of water, you have to put it down for a while and rest before holding it 
again. When we're refreshed, we can carry on with the burden - holding stress longer 
and better each time practiced. 
 
So, as early in the evening as you can, put all your burdens down. Don't carry them 
through the evening and into the night. Pick them up again tomorrow if you must. 

Anne Wild LLM 

mailto:Andy@typo.uk.net
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COURSE IN CHRISTIAN STUDIES (CCS) UPDATE 

Wendy and Martin Borgartz started the CCS course in September 2019.  Over the period 

of the course we are reporting what we are doing and maybe encourage others to do 

the course. 

 

Well where have the last 2 years gone? After 2 years of study, Martin and I have now 
finished the CCS course. The time seems to have flown by. The final term was spent on 
one topic, looking at mission, the five marks of mission, and what God was calling us to 
do. It was very much a discussion, thinking, sharing our experiences topic, rather that 
with lots of reading and preparation to do. Then we finished the final session with a 
communion service. The whole term ended up being on Zoom, which was a pity, but 
could not be helped. 

We did, however, get to meet up in person, the five of us in our centre who completed 
the full two years, for the certificate presentation service in the cathedral at the 
beginning of July. It was the same night as the England vs Denmark semi final in the 
Euros. Bishop Roger, who officiated, kept egging us on to try and cheer and clap louder 
for each centre as they stood up to have their names read out, so that we made the 
people in the pub nearby watching the football wonder what was going on. It turns out 
that our centre, at Colchester, was one of the smallest ones, although we did lose a few 
people on the two year journey, due to the intervention of life events. 

It was a lovely service, with quiet pauses for reflection while the organist played (as we 
couldn’t sing). We each had an allocated chair sitting near those in our centre (even 
Martin and I were socially distanced from each other) with our certificates on the chair, 
so we didn’t need to move around the cathedral to collect them. It was also nice to see 
our CCS friends in person and be able to talk to them without them appearing in a box 
with a border round them on the screen. 

One of the topics we discussed in the last term was, as I have said, what God is calling 
us to do. Martin is quite happy that God is calling him to continue with his current roles 
at St Luke’s, but that the course has given him a deeper understanding of what is 
happening in the services and how the story of God as set out in the Bible fits together. I 
started CCS, however, with the thought that it might be a stepping stone to further 
training, which was probably going to be as a Licensed Lay Minister (LLM) – what used 
to be called a Reader. I went on a day back in November 2018 to think about what God 
was calling me to do, after receiving what I felt to be a very clear message while 
standing in the Sanctuary at St Luke’s one Sunday morning, that I needed training. I 
came back from this very enthused about training as an LLM, but it was clear that, 
although not absolutely essential, the Diocese preferred LLM applicants to have 
completed CCS first, so I decided to start CCS in response to that call in September 
2019. When I said I wanted to do the course, Martin said he had thought about doing it 
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over the years, so would I mind him tagging along too (of course not). 

Over the past few months I have been praying and asking God if he still wants me to 
train as an LLM, or something else, or to continue with my other roles at St Luke’s 
(Secretary, Safeguarding Lead, Children’s work in Sunday Club and Messy church). I 
didn’t get any positive affirmation, but equally I didn’t get any negatives either, so after 
much thought and soul searching I applied for LLM training. There was a home visit from 
an adviser and then a selection day in Chelmsford at the beginning of July, and they 
accepted me. So from September this year, I start a three year part time course on 
Thursday evenings and some Saturdays to train as an LLM. When I complete the course, 
there is then another selection process to decide whether I will be accepted as an LLM 
or not. I am currently torn between excitement, nerves and wondering what on earth I 
have let myself in for. One thing I do know (because lots of people have told me and I can 
see for myself the truth of it) is that I am going to have to step back from lots of the 
things I do at present. I have already resigned from my roles in Girlguiding, I am trying to 
stand down as PCC Secretary, and although I would like to continue with the Bible Study 
group on Monday nights and with Sunday Club and Messy Church, it may well have to be 
as a helper/attendee rather than organizer. So if anyone feels moved to offer to help with 
any of these roles, I would be very pleased to hear from you and can talk to you about 
what is involved. 

Wendy & Martin Borgartz 

The Colchester Group with Bishop Roger and  Caroline Harding 
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All in a day’s work during lockdown: 

From a school at Tiptree Hall Farm to Sir John Joseph Mechi, the Royal Agricultural 

Benevolent Institution and the building of St Luke’s Church 

I had an interesting email enquiry about Tiptree Hall and a school that was 
established there during the Second World War.  The enquiry came from Dr. John 
Howlett, PhD (Cambridge), FHEA, FRHistS, Programme Director for Education, School 
of Social, Political and Global Studies at Keele University in Staffordshire.  He is an 
academic doing some research on Norman MacMunn who founded a school for war 
orphans post WW1 at Tiptree Hall which he believed was in the parish of Inworth.   

Dr Howlett had some information about Norman MacMunn from his book ‘Schools of 
Tomorrow in England’1 published in 1922.  It describes the school saying in September 
1918 he took a lease on Tiptree Hall, ‘a couple of miles’ from Kelvedon station, to 
found a school for war orphans.  He repaired and furnished the premises himself, but 
was hampered by lack of funds.  The school opened in January 1919 with twenty boys 
and girls, but after a year the girls had gone and MacMunn was left with a few of the 
poorest boys.  In 1919 he married Ethel who had joined the school staff (daughter of 
William Robert Scanlan, civil engineer).  By July 1920 he had to find homes for his 
nine orphans and reluctantly took on fee-paying pupils.  The Tiptree school was a ‘self
-governing community’ with children free to construct the greater part of their own 
timetables, and MacMunn described his role as 'chief adviser'.  Conflict followed with 
parents due to some aspects of this, such as no compulsory games or preparation of 
the boys for public school.  Visitors came to see the school from many parts of the 
world, including Helen Parkhurst who developed her own innovatory teaching 
methods in Dalton, Massachusetts.  By January 1924 he had moved his school to 
Rapallo, Italy.   

Dr Howlett had also obtained information about the school from Nick Ezra of the 
Eyletts Trust, who suggested he contacted us.  He described Tiptree hall a ‘model 
farm’ and Sir Joseph Mechi as a banker and forward thinker who died bankrupted in 
1880.  The house was rented out to the army during WW1 as a training headquarters 
for troops in the area so to be used as a school seems a good use.  Tiptree Hall at that 
time would have been in Inworth Parish, it is possible that church records or more 
likely church magazines of this time might give some idea, there do not seem to be 
any in the Essex Record Office. 

I contacted Clive and Helen Eastbrook, knowing that they live not far from Tiptree Hall 
today and thinking that they might well know something about it.  Clive’s parents and 
grandparents worked for Wilkin and Sons Ltd, and Clive told me that Peter Wilkin now 
lives at Tiptree Hall.  There was a link between Wilkin and Son Ltd. and John Joseph 
Mechi who worked with them for a time. 
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What interested me further was to hear from Clive that Mr 
Mechi is buried in St Luke’s Churchyard, and on his grave it 
says he died on 26th December 1880 aged 79 and was 
bankrupt when he died.  As soon as I was able to visit the 
office again I found the grave just as Clive had said and read 
its inscriptions.  In the book commemorating 125 years of 
making jam in Tiptree it mentions the connection between 
Mr Mechi and the Wilkin family.2  

 

 

The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution (RABI) and St Luke’s Church 
The final part of his story, which Clive’s daughter Andrea pointed me to, was the story of 
John Joseph Mechi and how he was influential in the forming of the Royal Agricultural 
Benevolent Institution (RABI), as well indeed as the building of St Luke’s Church.3   I first 
came across RABI when I was working at Chelmsford Cathedral, as they approached us 
about holding their Harvest Festival Service there. 

Here follows some pieces from the RABI website, reproduced here with their  
kind permission: 
 

Mechi, John Joseph (1802-1880) - a short history  
Businessman, agriculturist and City activist was born in London on 22 May 1802. His 
father, Giacomo, was from Bologna and held a position in the Court of George 111.  
Royal connections were maintained as John claimed an early acquaintance with Queen 
Charlotte and a fishing companion in the Duke of Sussex.  As a youth of 16 he was placed 
as a clerk in a mercantile house in Walbrook, concerned with Newfoundland trade.  He 
remained here for ten years until, having saved enough money, he opened his own shop 
in Leadenhall Street. Here, he designed the ‘Magic Razor Strop’, making enough money 
from the business in the 1830s to move to larger premises but which thereafter suffered 
when beards became fashionable.  Despite this setback and not for the first time, Mechi 
reinvented himself. This time, from 1859 to 1869, he went into partnership with Charles 
Bazan (Frederick Keats of Fortnum & Mason’s was a colleague) marketing a patent in 
shop window lamps at 112 Regent Street. 

By this time he had begun to construct a model farm at Tiptree Heath in Essex.  This was 
the subject of extensive publications, including the best seller ‘How to Farm 
Profitably’ (1857). The emphasis was on the use of deep drainage and steam power. 

Surprisingly, perhaps, Mechi found time to marry twice: first in 1823 to Fanny Frost, and 
second to Charlotte Ward in 1846.  The combined product of both unions was several 
daughters and one son.  He also gave his time to a number of other causes. He was 
member of the Council of the Society of Arts, Juror in the Department of Arts and 
Science at the 1851 General Exhibition and at the Industrial Exhibition in Paris in 1855, as 
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well as founder of the Royal Agricultural Benefit Institution. 

Within the City of London he was appointed as a Sheriff in 1856 and Alderman in the 
ward of Lime Street in 1858.  His luck run out in 1866, with the failure of the Unity Joint 
Stock Bank, and a hapless connection with the General Life Assurance Office eventually 
forced the liquidation of his assets.  He resigned his Aldermanic gown and after several 
bad seasons on the farm, developed diabetes.  He died at Tiptree Hall on 26 December 
1880 and was buried at the local church on the first day of the New Year. 

 

‘Our History’ - an excerpt from the RABI website3, 
who celebrated their 160th anniversary in 
February,  
 

Charity founder John Mechi, the son of an Italian businessman, certainly wasn’t born 
into farming stock; his father took refuge in England during the ‘Reign of Terror’ and 
found work in the household of George III at Kensington Palace. 
 
Mechi Junior developed a keen love of farming and new ways of doing things and 
constructed a model farm at Tiptree Heath in Essex.  With the industrial revolution 
gaining force, he warned others that farm labourers would have to be paid more and 
housing conditions improved to stop workers drifting away from the industry.  He wrote 
letters to The Times to canvass support from influential landowners and money came in 
from over 700 regular subscribers.  The first meeting of the Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution took .place on February 7, 1860. 

 
The charity’s initial purpose was simple; ‘To 
secure a home for, or pension to, the bona fide 
farmer or widow of a farmer and to maintain and 
educate the orphan children of farmers’. 

Since then, the ‘Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution’ has evolved considerably with royal 
connections running deep to give the charity its 
royal prefix.  Queen Victoria became the charity’s 
first patron and succeeding monarchs followed 
suit, including George V, who granted a Royal 
Charter in 1935 to mark the 75th anniversary. 

The Charter was amended in 1999 to extended support further to include farmworkers 
as well as farmers.  This was particularly helpful during the 2001 Foot and Mouth 
outbreak when RABI paid out almost £9 million in nine months to more than 8,000 
families. 
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Tiptree Hall & Farm, Tiptree Heath  

Photographs of John Joseph Mechi & the Farm kindly pro-

vided by RABI 

There is so much that can be said about this interesting man, just one of the people 
buried at St Luke’s - a former Churchwarden of the church and an influential person in 
the history of farming locally to the benefit of all farmers in our country. 

Christine Hall, Team Administrator. 
thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com  07421 078981 
 
If anyone has any information for me to pass on regarding Dr Howlett’s enquiry into the 
school at Tiptree Hall and Norman Macnunn please contact me in the office and I will 
pass it on to him.  He is especially interested in any archive material we might know of. 

References:   
1.  Schools of tomorrow, available online  
 https://archive.org/details/schoolsofto-morr00ransuoft  
2.   More details from the Wilkins’ Website,  
 https://www.tiptree.com/ourcompany/history-timeline 
3. Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution (RABI)   
 https://rabi.org.uk/160-years-launched-by-italian-refugee/ 

mailto:thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com
https://archive.org/details/schoolsofto-morr00ransuoft
https://www.tiptree.com/ourcompany/history-timeline
https://rabi.org.uk/160-years-launched-by-italian-refugee/
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Baptisms 
6 June  Zachary Weaver  Great Braxted 
20 June  Darcey Wray   Great Braxted 
18 July   Ryan Trenchard  St Luke’s 
Funerals 
28 May  Stanley Winn   Weeley Crematorium 
7 June  Gwenlyan Fell   St Luke’s 
8 June  Elizabeth Trowbridge Colchester Crematorium 
7 July   Hazel Houghton  St Luke’s 
7 July  Sidney South   Colchester Crematorium 

Bible Society   -  Holy Land  Videos 
The Bible Society has produced an excellent series of short videos which transport us to 
key locations in the Holy Land. They are easily accessed on biblesociety.org.uk/bibletrek  

Through a series of short films we can join Andrew Ollerton (author of The Bible Course) 
as he treks through the Holy Land and beyond. When we get a sense of where the Bible 
stories happened, they come to life in a new way. Visit Jerusalem, Galilee, Ephesus and 
other locations. Discover the sites where famous Bible events took place, from 
Hezekiah’s Tunnel to the home town of Jesus. With added historical notes and 
reflections, we are able to view the locations of our biblical readings and studies, and 
see why they still matter today.  

Anne Wild LLM  

http://biblesociety.org.uk/bibletrek
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Book the Hall in St Luke’s Church Extension 
for your meeting, group or event 

Bookings & Enquiries 
 

Phone Gareth Williams:  
01621 818069 

hall.stlukestiptree@btinternet.com 
 

Wi-fi available for  
group leaders or speakers  
(discuss your needs when  

 

booking)            

Covid 19: Our hall is ready to open as soon as Government advice allows, all hirers are 

asked to complete a Covid Risk Assessment & follow our Covid Bookings Policy when 

on the premises. 

The work on the extension is now 
complete.  This has seen a number of 

improved facilities including a separate 
new entrance for all users, additional 
toilets, storage space and an enlarged 
kitchen.   Once we are able to re open 

following the Covid19 pandemic why not 
use us for your meeting, group or event? 
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Larapinta Trail  -  Chris Garland 
Previous vicar of Messing & Inworth, Chris Garland and his wife Nancy, put some pictures 
recently on Facebook of a fundraising trek they undertook in Australia.  Christine Hall 
contacted them to ask if we could include some in Open Door.  Chris and Nancy send 
their very best wishes to all friends in Tiptree and in the whole area covered by the 
Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry.  They have happy memories of you.all.  Here 
they are with some explanation. 

“I was on a fund raising trek for Anglican 
Board of Missions - Australia to raise money 
for projects to help people help 
themselves.  The projects will benefit 
aboriginal groups in Australia and people in 
Papua New Guinea and the Philippines.  We 
walked sections of the recently organised 
Larapinta Trail near Alice Springs in the 
West Macdonnell Ranges in the middle of 
Australia.  Among other walks we went up 
and along the Serpentine Ridge; we went 
up the 4,000 ft high Mount Sonder, starting 

to walk at 3:00 a.m. in order to view dawn from the top; we walked along the Finke River, 
and we made another dawn ascent to the ridge above Ormiston Pound before walking 
through Ormiston Gorge which included wading through the cold water of the creek 
there.  We got on very well with each other and we were very well supported by our 
support team of three.” 



23 

 



24 

 

NEWS FROM OUR CHURCH SCHOOL 

LKS2 Graffiti 

The children in Years 3 and 4 have been busy studying Banksy, practising their design 
skills and discussing the social issues of graffiti so that they could produce their own tags 
in a responsible way. 

Well done to all the children and thank you to the teachers for making this so enjoyable. 
Their work is on display on the field. 

The ‘Queen’s’ Visit 

Key Stage 1 put on their best outfits to meet the Queen having learnt about London. Her 
Majesty was very impressed with the children’s beautiful behaviour and probing 
questions. 
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Teamwork is key! 

Alfie, Connor, Vale and Fraser have been working once a week with Mrs Lewis focusing 
on team work, social communication and problem solving skills. As part of their project, 
they assessed the school grounds and decided to focus on making the front of the school 
look more appealing. The group worked out the equipment that was required and 
worked alongside Mr Reynolds to learn how to complete the tasks in a safe way. Thanks 
to the boys and Mrs Lewis, we now have freshly painted fences and a very tidy walkway 
to the main office! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History Day Enjoyed by KS1 - The Great Fire of London. 
We all had a wonderful day with a range of activities. These ranged from describing our 
feelings as a fire was lit, having to hold and pass buckets along a line of people to help 
put out the fire, looking at fire and what happens when a candle is covered with a jam 
jar to a range of art and craft activities. 
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All in the month of August 
It was:  

250 years ago, on 15th August 1771, that Sir Walter Scott, Scottish historical novelist, 
poet, and playwright was born. His best-known works include Ivanhoe and Rob Roy. 

*** 

Also 250 years ago, on 7th August 1771, that the first recorded ascent of Ben Nevis was 
made. Scottish botanist James Robertson ascended Ben Nevis, the highest mountain in 

the British Isles. Nowadays, 100,000 people per year make the ascent. 

*** 

125 years ago, on 17th August 1896, that the death of the first person killed in a motor 
accident in the UK took place. Bridget Driscoll was crossing a road in the grounds of 

London’s Crystal Palace when she was hit by a car giving demonstration rides. By way of 
contrast, Brake.org.uk report that nowadays, an average of five people a day die on UK 

roads.  

*** 

40 years ago, on 25th August 1981, that the US space probe Voyager 2 reached Saturn 
and sent back images and data. It travelled to Uranus (1986) and Neptune (1989) before 
reaching interstellar space in 2018. 43 years after launching, it is more than 11.8 billion 

miles from earth, but remains operational. 

*** 

30 years ago, on 6th August 1991, that the first website (info.cern.ch) went live. The 
web’s inventor, Tim Berners Lee, also posted a description of the World Wide Web 

project on the alt.hypertext newsgroup, and provided a link to download the first web 
browser, which could only run on NeXT workstations. 

All in the month of September 
It was:  

355 years ago,  on 2 September 1666, that the Great Fire of London begins in Pudding 
Lane and rages for 5 days, but kills only 9 people.  

*** 
245 years ago, on 24 September 1776, that the first St. Leger horserace is run at 

Doncaster, Yorkshire.  
*** 

280 years ago, on 14 September 1741 that composer George Frederick Handel 
finished Messiah after working on it nonstop for 23 days.  

*** 
105 years ago, on 15 September 1916 That tanks were first used in combat, during the 

Allied offensive at the Battle of the Somme, in World War I.  
*** 

955 years ago, on 28 September 1066 that the Norman conquest of England began as 
Duke William of Normandy landed at Pevensey, Sussex.   

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/The-Great-Fire-of-London/
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/The-History-of-Horses-in-Britain/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/HistoricSitesinYorkshire/
https://www.historyplace.com/worldhistory/firstworldwar/index.html
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Our page 
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Wordsearch 
The Transfiguration 
On 6 August the Church remembers the Transfiguration of Jesus. The story is told in 
Matthew 17, Mark 9 and Luke 9. The mountain may well have been one of the three high 
spurs of Mount Hermon, which rises to 9,000 feet. Jesus was suddenly transfigured 
before Peter, James and John. His face began to shine as the sun, his garments became 
white and dazzling. Then Elijah and Moses appeared, but why? These two men represent 
the Law and the Prophets of the Old Covenant, or Old Testament. But both the Law and 
the Prophets found their true and final fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah. Elijah and Moses 
were handing on the baton, if you like. Now God’s dwelling with mankind would depend 
on the New Covenant based on Jesus’ death on the cross. 

Transfiguration 
Mountain 
Peter 
James  

John 
Radiant 
Beloved 
Son 

Well 
Pleased 
Dwelling 
Mankind 

New 
covenant 
Face 
Exodus 

Mount  
Sinai 
Sealing 
Moses 

Law 
Elijah 
prophets 
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How collective worship is the heartbeat of Church 
of England Schools 
The Church of England's Chief Education Officer, the Revd Canon Nigel Genders, has 
been commenting on the recently updated guidance for the Church of England ’s 
collective worship in schools. 

“One of the most rewarding parts of my role is the opportunity to visit schools across 
the country and join in inspirational and uplifting collective worship, led by children 
and young people.  

“This Spring the Church of England published updated guidance for collective worship 
in schools. This is mainly a resource for Church of England schools, but one which can 
be helpful to all schools.  

“State schools in England are required to provide a daily act of collective worship 
which is ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’. Although there is scope for 
schools to apply for an exemption to that depending on their particular circumstances, 
very few overall seem to do so. 

“That’s perhaps not surprising as schools tell us that, whatever the legal obligations, 
daily collective worship has proved a powerful tool in bringing pupils together. For 
Church of England schools that means Christian worship and that will remain the case.   

“The guidance builds on the Church of England’s Vision for Education, which is to be 
‘deeply Christian’ while ‘serving the common good.’ In collective worship terms, this 
means opening the rich traditions and modern expressions of Christian worship to 
people of all faith backgrounds in a way which does not presume a particular starting 
point, so is invitational and inclusive as well as inspiring.  

“Children can expect the worship they encounter in a Church school to be formational; 
to enable pupils and adults to consider big questions about who we are and why we do 
what we do. It should call us to action, to thinking and behaving differently. We 
suggested that schools take care that pupils and adults do not feel ‘compelled to sing 
strongly confessional lyrics’. But it became clear that the word ‘confessional’ had been 
misunderstood - one rather over-the-top newspaper column even tried to claim that 
this meant we were ‘purging’ hymns of Christian content. Far from it.  

“Christians often speak about ‘confessing’ their personal faith in God. The use of 
‘confessional’ here was simply meant to recognise that whilst most will enjoy singing 
their heart out, schools should not insist that everyone must join in and should take 
care with what is appropriate, depending on their context.  

“So, for example, insisting all pupils sing ‘All to Jesus, I surrender’ in a school where the 
majority of pupils are devout followers of another faith, as is the case in some of our 
Church schools, might seem unnecessarily exclusive when there are lots of other 
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Crossword 

inspirational Christian content to choose from. We have changed the wording of the 
guidance to make this clear. 

“Parents value this approach, as it encourages thinking differently, and reflecting the 
behaviour and actions of individuals and communities. Inspirational collective worship 
should lead pupils to become courageous advocates of causes and encourage them to 
think searchingly about their faith, beliefs and/or philosophical convictions. 

“We want pupils to leave school with an understanding of Christianity having 
encountered Jesus Christ through worship in a way that enhances their lives, whatever 
their faith standpoint. 

“Around one million children attend Church of England schools which shows that 
parents and pupils clearly welcome what is on offer. Collective worship is at the heart 
of this, and we are committed to providing this in a way which is accessible to all.” 
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Across 
1    Of Moses (6) 
4    ‘You have been weighed on the — and found wanting’ 
     (Daniel 5:27) (6) 
7    Where Jesus performed the first of his miraculous signs (John 2:11)  (4) 
8    Roman emperor who ordered all the Jews to leave Rome (Acts 18:2)  (8) 
9    Member of a conservative Jewish party in the Sanhedrin which believed there was 
 no resurrection     (Acts 23:8) (8) 
13   South London Mission (1,1,1) 
16   Sure of one’s own ability (2 Corinthians 11:17) (4-9) 
17 ‘At this the man’s face fell. He went away — , because he had great wealth’  
 (Mark 10:22) (3) 
19   Airs used (anag.) (8) 
24   ‘The Lord is my — , I shall not be in want’ (Psalm 23:1) (8) 
25  ‘He has sent me to — up the broken-hearted’ (Isaiah 61:1) (4) 
26   At or towards the rear of a ship (6) 
27   Cross-carrying evangelist and world traveller, — Blessitt (6) 
 
Down 
1   Ridicule (Luke 18:32) (4) 
2   Encased in strapped-on light shoes (Song of Songs 7:1) (9) 
3   Cambridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Union (1,1,1,1,1) 
4   ‘Father, give me my — of your estate’ (Luke 15:12) (5) 
5   Assistant (4) 
6   On a par (John 5:18) (5) 
10  Credo (anag.) (5) 
11  Beaten with a rod (5) 
12  The fourth of Job’s ‘comforters’, who deferred making his contribution because of 
 his junior status   (Job 32:6) (5) 
13 Chosen as a temple attendant, he was described by Ezra as ‘a capable man’  
 (Ezra 8:18) (9) 
14 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where — and rust  
 destroy’ (Matthew 6:19) (4) 
15  Employs (4) 
18  Associated with penitence for sins, along with sackcloth (Matthew 11:21) (5) 
20  Association of South-East Asian Nations (1,1,1,1,1) 
21  Sub-continent to which Baptist missionary pioneer William Carey devoted his life (5) 
22  Recess at east end of a church (4) 
23  One of the nine sons of Beriah (1 Chronicles 8:15) (4) 
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Press one for vicar, two for curate....12 
for prayer.... 
 

The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 

Now you have got your new telephone system in the parish, I shall not be calling you 
again. I refuse to wait for ten minutes every time I ring to have to listen to the cycle of 
‘press 1 for the vicar, 2 for the curate, 3 for the secretary’, until we end with ‘12 for 
requests for prayer.’ I was tempted to leave a message on 12 to ask that the wretched 
machine would break down, but then realised I would have to call a second time to leave 
a message on 13 for making a confession.  

And if I have to listen one more time to someone playing ‘Thine be the glory’ on one 
finger on an electric organ while I am ‘on hold’ I will have him excommunicated. At least 
you have the grace not to ask me not to hang up, as my call is important to you. I would 
even warm to your system if a voice occasionally said that they couldn’t care less whether 
I hung up or not, as my call was utterly irrelevant to them. 

Those poor people who have to wait to reach 7 for leaving messages regarding marriages 
might as well leave a second message on 8 for baptisms, and save on a large phone bill in 
months to come. As for 9 for funerals, entire families could be born, marry and die before 
they reach that one. And may I suggest that your car parking attendant who stuck a note 
on my windscreen telling me not to park there again is given the number 666. 

My own answerphone tells people firmly that the machine does not accept incoming 
messages, and that I only answer personally on Thursdays between 10am and 12 noon, 
provided nothing better has turned up. Alternatively, they could write me a letter which 
may (or may not) be answered, at my convenience.  

As for the few who have got hold of my mobile number, my response is to say that I am 
just about to enter a tunnel and then to switch it off. Callers from other parts of the 
country now believe that the parish of St James the Least is honeycombed by mile-long 
tunnels, making communication all but impossible.  

You can now be assured that your new system means you will be contactable at any 
moment, wherever you happen to be. But don’t call me to complain and expect to 
receive sympathy; I shall be just about to enter a tunnel.  

Your loving uncle,    

Eustace 
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TIPTREE BEER & WINE MAKERS GUILD  

(Otherwise known as the TIPTREE TIPPLERS) 
 

New to the village or simply wish to do something different? We started 
in 1970 as a wine and beer making guild and although members still 
brew their own and compete in our annual competitions, we are now 

more of a social club meeting monthly. 
 

You do not have to make your own wine or beer or be knowledgeable 
about wine or beer making  -  the only requirement is to have fun and 

meet great people.   
 

We have an event or theme each month sometimes with a guest 
speaker.  There are always nibbles & cheese provided & sometimes 

additional food at a small cost. 
 

 
We normally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at St 

Luke’s Church Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm, when the lockdown is 
over and normal events recommence 

 
 
You are most welcome to come and try out a night for free. Just turn up 
and make yourself known to Ben or Ian and bring a drink for yourself. 

There are no admission fees now & our yearly membership is just £30. 
 

See the church notice board for our events in 2021. 
 

 
Come along and ask for Ben or Ian who will 
introduce you to some of our members 
 
For more information contact Ian Stevens on  
ianstevens8@gmail.com or 01621-819069 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ianstevens8@gmail.com
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Smile 
Obvious 

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus with them to 
Jerusalem.   A small child replied: "They couldn't get a baby-sitter." 

*** 

Church notices that didn’t quite come out right…. 

The preacher for Sunday next will be found hanging on the notice board in the porch. 

* 

The minister is going on holiday next Saturday. Could all missionary boxes be handed into 
the vicarage by Friday evening, at the latest. 

* 

Ladies, when you have emptied the teapot, please stand upside down in the sink. 

* 

There will be a procession in the grounds of the monastery next Sunday afternoon.  If it 
rains in the afternoon, the procession will take place in the morning. 

*** 

The purpose of the font 

That Sunday our Family Service included two baptisms and many young children were 
there. In his talk, the Vicar asked the children if any of them knew what the font was for 

– and the answer came back: “For washing babies’ hair”! 

*** 

Hobby 

It seems that those who have hobbies rarely go crazy.  But what about those of us who 
have to live with those who have hobbies? 

*** 

Who first 

While flying home, my mother was sitting across the aisle from a woman and her eight-
year-old son. Mum couldn't help laughing as they neared their destination and she heard 

the mother say to the boy, "Now remember - run to Dad first, then the dog." 

*** 

Mad 

You can't please everyone. But it is possible to make 'em all mad at the same time. 

*** 
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8th September  -  The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary   

In both eastern and western Churches, Mary has always been held as pre-eminent 
among all the saints. The unique, extraordinary privilege of being the mother of the One 
who was both God and Man, makes her worthy of special honour.  Thomas Aquinas 
believed she was due hyperdulia, or a veneration that exceeds that of other saints, but is 
at the same time infinitely below the adoration, or latria, due to God alone. 

The gospels of Matthew and Luke give Mary most mention.  Luke even tells the story of 
Jesus’ infancy from Mary’s point of view. Her Song, or Magnificat appears in Luke 1:46-
55.   

The virginal conception of Christ is clearly stated in the gospels.  But after Jesus’ birth, 
Mary fades quietly into the background.  During Jesus’ public life, she is mentioned only 
occasionally, as at the wedding at Cana.  She reappears at the foot of the Cross (John’s 
Gospel), and is given into John’s care.  In the early chapters of Acts, Mary is with the 
Apostles, and received the Holy Spirit along with them on Whitsunday.  But her role was 
not the active one of teaching and preaching. 

Mary’s significance grew with the centuries.  By the fifth century she was called 
Theotokos, The Mother of God, and from the seventh century onwards, she was given 
four festivals: the Presentation in the Temple (2nd February), the Annunciation (25th 
March), the Assumption (15th August) and her Nativity (8th September). 

Marian devotion has played an enormous role in the church down the years.  Mary has 
been the object of countless prayers, accredited with performing many miracles, and the 
subject of thousands of artistic endeavours. She has had hundreds of chapels or parish 
churches named after her.  During the Reformation many images of Mary were 
destroyed.  The Second Vatican Council 1962 made an extended statement on her, 
stressing her complete dependence on her Son, and regarding her as a model of the 
Church.   

Principal Marian shrines of today include Lourdes (France), Fatima (Portugal), 
Walsingham (England), Loreto (Italy), Czesochowa (Poland) and Guadalupe (Mexico). 

A hidden danger of junk food 
Now here is something you may not have considered: if your diet includes high levels of 
junk food and unhealthy snacks, you could be more likely to have a car crash. 

It is thought that junk food diets and unhealthy snacking contribute to high levels of 
fatigue, which in turn lead to dangerous driving habits. 

The study was published in the journal Occupational & Environmental Medicine. The 
study also found that drivers who consume high levels of vegetables and staple foods are 
less likely to become tired while driving.   
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 0 

Place an advert in our church magazine - Open Door 

and promote your group, event or business 

   

    Open Door is the bi-monthly parish magazine 

for the churches of St Luke’s Tiptree, 

All Saints’ Great Braxted, 

All Saints’ Inworth 

and 

All Saints’ Messing 
 

We have very good rates! 
 

Charity and church events – special rates, please contact the Team Administrator 

Quarter page £5.00 per edition ; Half page £10.00 per edition  

Full page £20.00 per edition, special reduced rates for a year (6 issues) 
  

Bookings & Enquiries to: 

Christine Hall, Team Administrator 

email thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or call 01621 819557 
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Suffolk and Essex Small Animal Welfare 

After another July downpour some of our bedraggled ladies could be heard laughing and 
chatting as they exercised the rescued dogs in the garden. Bev has been helping at 
SESAW for three years in between caring for her own horses. She thinks people don’t 
realise that cleaning kennels is mucky, hard work particularly in the winter, “the TV 
programmes make it look so glamorous”. 

Seven years ago, Debbie chose to work four full days a week leaving a day for voluntary 
work. She still enjoys her “mental health therapy” days at SESAW, “Everyone is so 
friendly and it is wonderful to see the dogs go to new, loving homes.” Enthusiastic 
helpers, Judy and Ivy agree, they both help with animal care, sorting donated goods and 
fundraising. 

Despite the tough times, no matter what they’ve been through, our volunteers keep 
coming for love of the animals. After suffering an arm injury in the Spring Debbie 
recruited her husband as chauffeur cum dog walker for a few weeks! 

We are lucky to have equally dedicated volunteers each day but the numbers are 
dwindling due to various life changes. If you have what it takes to care for the animals, 
help with general maintenance or assist with fundraising, please contact us and don’t 
forget to leave your phone number. And despite yet another shower, the tired friends 
still look happy as they head for home and the resident dogs head for the kitchen, 
including me, Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua. 

Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Registered Charity No.1124029, Stoke Road, 
Leavenheath, CO6 4PP. Tel: 01787 210888 www.sesaw.co.uk 

Bev and Clare 

https://www.sesaw.co.uk/
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Solutions: 
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The opinions expressed in Open Door are not necessarily those of the Ministry Team, Team Council 
or Parochial Church Councils of the Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry.  Open Door is not 

responsible for errors or omissions, accuracy of the content, nor the failure of any published event to 
go ahead.  


